Rhode | and Coastal Resources Management Program

Section 200.6

Type 6 Industrial Waterfronts and
Commercial Navigation Channels

A. Definition

Thesewater areasareextensively ateredinorder
to accomnodate commecia and indudrial
water-dependent and water-enhanced activities.
They includedl or portions of thefollowing areas:

(1) Port of Providence

(2) Tiverton shipping area

(3) Quonset Point and Davisville
(4) Coddington Cove

(5) Mdville

(6) Gdileeand Jerusadem

(7) Westerly waterfront

B. Findings

1. The Port of Providence extends some ten
miles aong the Providence and East Providence
shores of the Providence River and is the state's
prindpal general cargo andpetroleumport. Import
and export of products moving through the port
have a mgjor impad on the state's economy and
genaate jobsand economic activity in many other
sectors. In fiscal 1981, 53 million tons of
petroleum, sted, cement, automohiles, lumber,
scrap metal, ad othe non-peroleumcommodities
werereceived or shipped. TheProvidenceshipping
channd is dredged to an authorized depth of 40
fed. Large segments of shoreline and water in the
port area arein derelict condition ard littered with
abandoned piers and surken barges. Eforts to
expand and impr ove the port havebeen underway
for many years. In East Providence, across the
channel from the Providence municipal wharf, the
Providenceand Worcester Railroad Cormpany has
made large investments in a major new landing
pier. On the Providence side, infusions of public
funds have brought many improvements, but much
remains to bedone. Pricority problems include the
difficulty in finding acceptable stes for dredged
materials produced by maintaining or improving
existing chanrels and berths, and the nead to
remove some 26,000 cubic yards of delris that
forestals the reuse of presently derelict areas.
Coordinated planning and development effarts are
essantial to any initiative to improve the port and
make it mor e competitive.

2. Inthe 1970s large-scale port facilities and
waterfront industrial sites a Quonset-Davisvill g,
Coddington Cove, and Melville were declared
surplus by the Navy. Thesesitesare availablefor
redevelopment principdly through the R.1. Port
Authority. Some of the port facilitiesin these areas
areindisrepair, and will require mgjor infusions of
capital if they are to be reused, while othersarein
good condition and are in active use for
shipbuilding and other water -dependent purposes.
These facilities, when combined with the derelict
waterfront in the Providence River, givethestatea
large invertory of unutilized or underutilized port
facilities.

3. Rhode Island aupports a thriving dfshore
commercial fishing industry based at the ports of
Gdileeand Newvport. Galileeishomeport tosome
160 vessds, which landed 56 million pounds of fish
and shellfish warth $11.7 million in 1982. The
port facilities at Galil ee are owned by the state and
managed by the Department of Environmentd
Management. A large portion of the 21 million
pounds of fish and shdlfish worth $13 million
(1979) landed at Newport is caught by vessdsthat
have home ports out of state. Fishing vessels
berthing at Newport utilize facilities managed
under lease by the Department of Environmentd
Management. Rhode | dand's commercia fishing
fleds are growing but are sevaely hampered by
limited berthing and unlcading facilities. An
expansion and improvement program of the state
faciliies at Galilee and Newport has been
underway for adecade.

4. Nealy dl Rhode Island's boating and
shipping facilities require periodic dredgng to
maintain adeguate water depths in channdls and
turning basinsand at berths. Until the mid-sixties,
dredge spoil s were disposed with little concern for
envirormental impads. Salt marshes were filled,
new sandbars and spits created, and the largest
project in recert history, the deepening of the
Providence channel from 30 to 40 feet, left alarge
spoil mound off Brenton Reef in the Sound and a
legacy of vehement opposition by fishing irterests
toany offshoredisposal. For the past two decades,
finding acceptable solutions to dredged materials
disposal neads has proved difficult. Salt marsh
building, bulkheading, and beach nourishment are
frequently viable solutions where small volumes
are concerned, but of fshore dumping may be the
only cost-effective solution for large projects. All
solutions raise concerns, and energetic opposition
is frequently organized. Finding acceptable,
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environmentally sound solutions to dredged
materias disposal remains an important challenge
for the coadtal program.

C. Palicies

1. The Council's gaals for Type 6 waters and
adjacent lands unda Council jurigdiction are to
encourage and support modernization and
increased commercia activity related to shipping
and commercial fisheies.

2. Highest priority uses of Type 6 waters and
adjacent lands under Council jurisdiction are: (@)
berthing, loadng and unlocading, and servicing of
commecia vesss, (b) construction and
maintenanceof portfacilities, navigation channds,
and berths; and (c) construction and maintenance
of facilities required for the support of commercial
shipping and fishing activities.

The Council shal prohibit activities that
substantially detract from or interf ere with these
priority uses.

3. TheCouncil will encourageand suppart port
development and modernization and increased
economic activity in the marine industries by
paticipating wherever possible in the joint
long-range planning and development ectivities
with other state and local agencies, including the
R.I. Port Authority, the Department of
Environmentd Management, and coastal citiesand
towns.

4. Through its Special Area Management Plan
for Providence Harbor, and other planning
initiatives, the Cauncil will identify and designate
acceptable disposal solutions and sitesadequate to
meet the need for dredging, and provide the
assurances required by industry that channel depths
will bemaintai ned, while minimizing environmental
effeds. The solutions may be nore costly than
older disposal practices, and may involve
innovativetechnology. The Council will alsowork
in cooperation with the Cities of Providence and
East Providenceand the Cor psof Eng neerstoward
achieving the removal of dilapidated pies and
abandoned barges, which presently preclude
economic use o large areas within Providence
Harbor.
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